Stoves.

Safety :  Fire kills ! Please treat any stove with care, cook outside the tent and refill the stove outside. Take care when assembling the stove and lighting it. 

Open fires. 

For the Ray Mears among you……   a lot has been written on this subject. However they are hard to use in the spirit of “no trace” camping. Here’s a couple of links for you.

http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/facts/pdfs/fs315076.pdf
http://web.ukonline.co.uk/scoutnotebook/fires/index.html
http://www.primitiveways.com/index.html   Hardcore fire lighting!
You can also dip into youtube..

Try your hand at Dutch oven cooking .. A sort of large cast - iron casserole. You can bake, boil, steam, fry etc. Very popular in the States.. A web search reveals some true obsessives! However http://papadutch.home.comcast.net/~papadutch is a good site to get you started. Let me know how you get on !
Woodgas stoves.
A stainless steel stove that uses a battery powered fan to efficiently burn dry wood, twigs, pellets etc. Environmentally friendly and saves weight as fuel can be gathered locally. Uses a starting gel for fast start up.  £30 - 40.
http://www.woodgas-stove.com 

Home made stoves.

Have a bean can or coffee can ? A wide range of home made stoves are available..

Have fun creating… ( read the warnings and stay safe..)

http://zenstoves.net
Kelly kettle.
For boiling water, the Kelly kettle or Volcano stove are efficient woodburning stoves. For the authentic touch, try a samovar!
Kelly kettles can boil 2.5 pints of water in 3 minutes. Make sure that they don’t boil dry and remember to remove the cork before using! The base can also be used for cooking. £30 – 40.
http://www.kellykettle.com 
Barbecue.

As a ready to use cooker, the BBQ is one, that most people have used. However the fuel is bulky and the disposable variety not v.eco-friendly. However a grill and the coals from your fire.. Sorted ! (Just getting it through your hatches!.. Back deck or behind your seat.)
For most stoves, see www.Cotswoldoutdoor.com , remember the BCU discount!
Other outdoor stores are available.. www.fieldandtrek.com , www.blacks.co.uk etc.
Hexamine, solid fuel stoves.

Very lightweight and simple – a firelighter type fuel block sits on a simple folding steel frame. Best used with some form of windshield. About £5.00 A good back up.

Comes with 24 fuel tablets, 4 tablets will boil a small pan of water in about 5 mins.
Trangia.

A combined methylated spirit burner and cooking set. Fuel is about £1.00 for 500ml, widely available from hardware stores. A fill normally lasts about 20 minutes, relatively slow heating, compared to gas or petrol. A gas conversion is available.

Ensure the Trangia fits through your hatch!

http://www.trangia.se/english 
Primus.

Created in  1892 and used throughout the world, originally paraffin stoves, these now include gas and multi-fuel stoves.

The original brass paraffin stoves were primed with meths. and pumped to pressurise the fuel.

http://www.base-camp.co.uk 
The modern primus gas and multi- fuel stoves are available from most outdoors shops.

Coleman stoves.

Manufactures gas and unleaded petrol stoves.

The unleaded petrol stoves are cheap to run unless you use the official Coleman fuel at £12 / litre.  If  using unleaded fuel, it is recommended that you use Reddex additive every 10 refills, to clear the jets. Very effective stoves, with a hot, clean flame.
http://www.coleman.com 
MSR – Mountain Safety Research.

Some excellent stoves and cookwear. Gas and multifuel stoves, including the pocket rocket.. 1 litre water : 0 – boiling in 3 minutes. £30 – 120.
http://www.msrgear.com/stoves
Jetboil.
This stove is supposed to be fuel efficient and fast. 1 cup boiled in a  minute. Comes as a complete system, with stove and pan.
 £45 – 65.
http://www.jetboil.com 

Solar stoves.

These use the heat from the sun to warm food. In the U.K., probably only useful on very sunny days. Polished aluminium reflectors, Clear plastic cooking bags and black pots all help.
http://solarcooking.org  or www.sunspot.org.uk or   http://www.soltac.com 
Handy hints.

A windshield will increase efficiency.. folding versions are available from £5.00.

A groundshield will reflect heat upwards, stabilise your stove and stop it sinking into the snow. Make sure you’re not heating your fuel.
Coating the pan base with washing up liquid will reduce sooting and make cleaning easier. However a dark base will absorb heat better.

The noise of a stove may be important. Your neighbours may not appreciate a phantom jet starting up as you start your morning brew. Also attracts polar bears!

Don’t see if your stove is really alight by putting your hand in the flame!

Never refill a liquid stove whilst it is still hot ! A flamethrower moment!

Food, tasting of paraffin or petrol is unpleasant. Treat stored fuel with care.

If you’re cooking, whilst you’re snuggled in your sleeping bag, how fast can you wriggle out of it ? 

Vacuum flasks can be used to keep fluids hot, to save fuel and time.
Once heated, some pans can be heavily insulated with hay, paper etc. to form slow cookers, saving heat. ( Avoid red kidney beans.) 
Melting snow takes a lot more fuel. http://www.backpackinglight.com/cgi-bin/backpackinglight/xdpy/forum_thread/1630/index.html 
Fuel and planes..

Dodgy.. You are not  permitted to carry gas canisters or fuel on a plane. Empty liquid fuel containers may contain fumes.. fill with water!?
If there’s anything that you’ve found handy and isn’t included or if there are any errors, please get in touch.

Allen.
